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distant parts of the country, but whole villages and
townships. As for the men themselves, we encounter
them in every part of the continent, the artisan as
well as the merchant. Thus, for example, Germans
seem the favourite shoemakers ; we hear of them in
this capacity as far off as Lisbon. Then, as now, they
were renowned as bakers, and no one knew better
how to salt and preserve herrings and cod-fish.

In Livonia, Esthonia, Gothland, rich merchants
died whose nearest heirs had to be sought in far off
Westphalia. For instance : A worthy shoemaker
became burgher of Liibeck ; then visited Rome and
San Jago di Compostella as a pilgrim, and afterwards
being named shoemaker to the German knights, had
as his chief debtor for goods supplied a cavalier who
fought in Sweden. Thus diverse, many-coloured, and
full of adventure were lives in those times, which we
are too often tempted to think sleepy and stay-at-
home.

It is difficult to gain an idea of the full extent and
nature of mediaeval trade, but this too was far more
rich and varied than we suppose. Though there was
no activity outside Europe, still it can well stand
beside our modern commerce, and as regards honesty,
thoroughness of produce and workmanship, it un-
happily far eclipses it. Certainly the list of articles
imported and exported in their variety of needful and
needless objects, their luxury and. magnificence, goes
far to disprove our notions of the greater simplicity
of life in the Middle Ages. For supply means
demand, and meant this yet more emphatically with
our practical forefathers.